
Connections

Search the internet; 
make a difference!

You can donate to YFA Connections just by searching the internet. Goodsearch, powered 
by Yahoo, will do all the work AND make the donation. You use GoodSearch exactly 
as you would any other search engine. The money GoodSearch donates comes from 

its advertisers so it doesn’t cost you or YFA anything yet it can generate hundreds of dollars in 
donations. 

Go to www.GoodSearch.com to start a search. Near the top of the screen is the question, “who 
do you GoodSearch for?” Type in: YFA Connections and our name and location will pop up 
in the box as YFA Connections (Spokane, WA) for verification. Then start your search. It’s that 
simple. You can even add GoodSearch to your toolbar or make it your homepage by following 
the directions on the site. 

And now you can shop online and make a difference, too!
In time for the holiday season, GoodSearch has partnered with hundreds of retailers to raise 
money for charities like YFA Connections. Big national stores like Amazon, Best Buy, Gap, Target, 
Sears, WalMart, ebay, Lands’ End and hundreds more have agreed to donate a percentage of 
your sales to the charity 
you designate. It doesn’t 
cost you anything; the 
donation comes from ad 
revenues. 

You can link to GoodShop 
from GoodSearch.com 
or go directly to 
www.GoodSearch.com 
and answer the question, 
“Who do you GoodShop 
for?” by typing in 
YFA Connections. Our 
name will pop up in the 
box as YFA Connections 
(Spokane, WA) for 
verification. Then click on 
the retailer of your choice 
and start shopping! 

Please consider playing 
Santa’s helper for YFA. 
If we could earn even a 
tiny fraction of the $6 
billion dollars generated 
by advertisers on the 
internet, it would make 
a huge difference to our 
programs.
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Dear Friend,

During the holiday season, most of us look forward to happy gatherings shared with loved ones. 
The magic of the season brings healthy families together for happy celebrations and traditions 
passed down through generations.

But for some in our community, the holidays can bring sadness and pain. Family conflict, youth and 
family violence, drug and alcohol abuse, addiction and mental illness affect many families in our 
Spokane community. During the holiday season, these families often feel even more isolated and 
alone. 

Sadly, for the youth in these families, the holidays can be bleak and even dangerous. 

At YFA Connections, we help families of all shapes and sizes deal with conflict 
and crisis. We offer programs that help youth, adults and families 
address issues and heal wounds caused by crisis, conflict, trauma, 
chemical dependency and mental illness.

At our Crisis Residential Center, we provide shelter and 
counseling for runaway, homeless and at-risk youth and their 
families. Staff members work around the clock to help restore 
balance and find solutions for these kids and their families.

We strive to help rebuild families touched by crisis in all of our 
programs and we need your help. Donations from individuals 
and businesses help us continue providing services of the 
highest quality to the youth, adults and families who come to 
us for help.

During this holiday season, please take a moment to 
think of these vulnerable members of our community 
and send a contribution in the enclosed envelope. 

All of us at YFA Connections thank you for your support 
and wish you and your family a healthy, safe and joyous 
holiday season.

Yours truly,

John Arvan
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Thank you to The Florence Wasmer Fund 
for Children and Families of the 

Inland Northwest Community Foundation
The Florence Wasmer Fund for Children and Families of the Inland Northwest Community Foundation awarded 
YFA Connections a grant to support a program based at the Crisis Residential Center that helps our at-risk kids 
get ready to search, apply, interview and succeed at getting that first job. The program was initiated last year 

with a Fred Meyer grant that helped stock our computer lab with 
software programs and workbooks focused on skills for independent 
living. 

 With the help of our wonderful staff, kids can now get help 
preparing resumes, choosing appropriate places to apply, filling out 
job applications and practicing for interviews. When the time comes, 
kids get the support they need to groom and dress appropriately for 
real interviews and then for work. 

Applying for that first job is hard enough! This new dimension of our 
employment readiness program helps even the playing field for the 
runaway, homeless and at-risk kids who receive services at the Crisis 
Residential Center. 

Fundraising Luncheon
Last summer, YFA held its first ever fundraising luncheon to 
raise awareness and support for 
our programs. The luncheon was 

a huge success and we appreciate all the 
new supporters who came and learned 
about the work we’ve been doing with 
youth, adults and families since 1969

Thanks again to all of you who came 
out and supported us so generously 
and to Police Chief Ann Kirkpatrick for 
delivering the hilarious key note address 
at our inaugural fundraiser luncheon. 

YFA stands for 
Youth  Family  Adult 

because 
that’s who we serve

Here’s a snapshot of what we’ve done so far 
this year:

•	 Provided safe shelter, great meals, clothing, 
counseling, laughter and hope to almost 
400 kids (and their families) at our Crisis 
Residential Center

•	 Provided more than 6000 hours of 
intervention, counseling, support, and 
advocacy to more than 1000 students and 
their families in 42 public schools in 6 local 
school districts through the Safe Schools/
Healthy Students program 

•	 Provided more than 300 hours of crisis 
intervention and referrals to local families 
who called our 24/7 Crisis Hotline for help

•	 Provided 500 hours of care, support 
and counseling in the homes of 45 local 
families 

•	 Provided more than 19,000 hours of 
treatment for close to 500 local adults 
struggling with chemical dependency and 
mental illness 

Youth Family Adult…That’s why we’re here

Crisis Residential Center
6th and McClellan

Police Chief Ann Kirkpatrick addressing YFA supporters at luncheon



put the wheels of charity in motion
It’s quick and easy through Cars for Charity* Call 

928-1900 and arrange for a tow or drive your vehicle 
to Pull & Save Auto Parts. As long as you have a legal 

title, they’ll take care of the rest. When you 
sign the paperwork, you can designate 
YFA to receive the proceeds from your 

donation.

You say goodbye to your 
unwanted vehicle and we say hello 

to a wonderful donation.

*Cars for Charity is a group of 14 local United Way member 
agencies that along with Pull & Save Auto Parts joined together 
in 1996 to help local community members get rid of unwanted 
vehicles and raise money for the vital programs and services 
provided by the member agencies at the same time. Call 928-1900 
for more information or visit www.cars4charity.org Remember to 
designate YFA to receive the proceeds from your vehicle. Cars for 
Charity will also accept RVs, boats and motorcycles.
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Clear out that old clunker 
taking up garage space 

and give YFA a great donation 
at the same time.


